PHUKET'S PERANAKAN COMMUNITY

Baba and Yaya are terms used for the descendants of
late 19th century Chinese immigrants to Phuket. Baba
is used for male and Yaya for female.

"Peranakan” is a Malay term that, literally translated,
means "of mixed race”. Over the centuries it has
become used to identify the descendants of the first
Chinese settlers in southemn Thailand and peninsular
Malaysia and their locally-bomn wives. The great
majority of these Chinese migrants came from southern
Fujian Province and spoke Hokkien dialect.

Hard-working and ambitious, they were commercially
successful, gradually developing and expanding both
local and regional trade. Before oo long many were
rich — but since few Chinese women made the long
and adventurous journey south, they lacked Chinese
wives. The solution was close at hand — infermarriage
with local Malay and Thai women. In this way, the
Peranakan community was born, with the descendants
of the original hardy and adventurous Chinese migrants
adopting many facets of local culture, while refaining
their commercial links with home and with each other.

BABA YAYA CULTURE & WAY OF LIFE

Phuket is also a part of this Peranakan world, but with
the important distinction that the original Hokkien seftlers
infegrated with Thai culture, making Phuket's position as
a Peranakan centre both distinctive and unique.

Today Phuket's Baba-Yaya are proudly reasserting
their distinctive culture. But what does it mean fo be
Peranakan? An old adage has it that: “The fest of a
true Baba is to eat chili without flinching.” Yet beyond
this Phuket's Baba-Yaya really are peranakan or
“mixed” in the fullest cultural sense of the term.

The first language of the Baba Yaya community is
central Thai, the lingua franca of the Thai Kingdom.
Yet they also have their own patois, based on a mix of
southemn Thai, Hokkien, Malay and English.

(The ancient Peranakan family)

Yaya cuisine, too, is as distinctive as it is delicious.
Spicier and less sweet than the Malay Peranakan
cuisine, it employs more chili, coconut milk, lemon grass
and coriander. Pork dishes, too, are popular — a meat
quite alien to the Muslim element of the Malay

Nyonya tradition.

PortoSino, presenting you an all new menu with a

quite simply an inimitable experience and for serious
gourmands who value originality and inspired creativity.
Our menu is spiced by our Kitchen Brigade's artful
hand, sophisticated menus with unobtrusive and
efficient service, and leads by our Executive Sous

Chef Paramee Rodsukiavon together with a dedicated
and amazing brigade.
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Apéritifs

Aperol
(Italy)

Pernod
(France)

Ricard

(France)

Martini Bianco, Rosso, Dry

(Italy)

Gin

Tanqueray
(Scotland)

Gordon’s
(Scotland)

Bombay Sapphire

(England)

Hendricks

(handcrafted from Scotland)
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Rum & CachaCa

Pampero Blanco 290
(Venezuela)

Captain Morgan 290
(Jamaican)

Bacardi Superior 290
(Cuba)

Havana 7-Year-Old Spiced 350
(Cuba)

Chalong Bay 290

(Natural handcrafted cane, Thailand)

Liqueur

Malibu 290
Bailey’s Irish Cream 350
Cointreau 350
Southern Comfort 290
Drambuie 490
Kahlua 350
Sambuca 290
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Vodka

Ketel One
(Netherlands)

Ciroc
(France)

Belvedere
(Poland)

Grey Goose
(France)

Absolut

(Sweden)

Smirnoff
(Russia)

Single Malt (Scotland)

Glenfiddich 12 Year Old

(Speyside)

Glenfiddich 15 Year Old

(Speyside)

Glenlivet 12 Year OIld

(Speyside)

Glenlivet 15 Year Old

(Speyside)

Lagavulin 16 Year Old

(Isle of Islay)

Laphroaig 10 Year Old

(Isle of Islay)
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Blended Whisky

Johnnie Walker Red Label
(Highland)

Johnnie Walker Black Label
(Highland)

Chivas Regal 12 Year Old
(Speyside)

Hong Thong
(Thailand)

Bourbon & Rye

Bulleit Bourbon
(USA)

Jack Daniel's
(USA)

Jim Beam
(USA)

Canadian Club
(Canada)
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Sparkling

Domaine Chandon Brut, Australia

White

Sunnycliff Sauvignon Blanc, Australia

Terrazas Altos Chardonnay, Argentina

Longo Pinot Grigio, Italy

Rose

Sacha Lichine Le Poussin, France

Red

Crane Lake Pinot Noir, California

Terrazas Altos Cabernet Sauvignon, Argentina

Longo Nero D’Avola, Italy
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