
Being well-versed in the arts is a quintessential part of the French identity.
Whether it is a boundary-pushing art exhibit or an exquisite musical performance 
that defines the local culture, we blend the heart of a place with the soul of our 
identity to give guests both an exciting and enriching experience.

Since 2015, Sofitel Phnom Penh Phokeethra has been actively participating in 
the Phnom Penh arts scene through regular exhibitions within the hotel, a way 
of expressing its active commitment to nurturing the arts in the Kingdom of 
Cambodia.
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Channy Chhoeun
As a young boy, Channy’s sketchbook was the dirt he walked upon. 
His tool was a stick to draw with. Drawing allowed Channy to escape 
reality. This creative freedom gave him a feeling of happiness, but 
people also began noticing his artistic skills. His father heard about 
Phare Ponleu Selpak, a school providing free artistic education. 
Channy was enrolled in 2006; he graduated in 2013.

Passionate about birds and their relationship with humans and the 
environment, Channy shares the dangers that befall wildlife in our 
modern world.  This is reflected in much of his work.

Bor Hak
Born in Kompong Thom, BOR Hak’s childhood was marked 
by hardship and displacement. Trafficked to Thailand, he was 
rescued by an NGO and later found healing through art at Phare 
Ponleu Selpak in Battambang.
 
A sculpture graduate, Hak expresses resilience and memory 
through wood and stone carving. From 2012 to 2021, he worked at 
Romcheik 5 Studios, exhibiting in Cambodia, France, and the USA. 
Now an animator and cameraman at Phare Creative Studio, he 
creates impactful visual stories with UNICEF, UNDP, and Oxfam.

This exhibition celebrates Cambodia’s lifelines - Tonle Sap Lake and the Mekong River, as symbols 
of the nation’s heart and bloodstream. Through vivid paintings and mixed media installations, 
artists portray the expansive waterscapes, the rich biodiversity thriving along their banks, and the 
deep cultural traditions that connect people to these rivers.

By highlighting the environmental challenges and human impacts threatening these waterways, 
the works propose hopeful pathways for restoration and stewardship. The display aims to inspire 
visitors, especially youth, to join the effort to protect Cambodia’s natural heritage, fostering a 
greener, cleaner future for the country and the planet.

Artists
Channy Chhoeun, Van Chhorvorn, Bor Hak, Soeurm Kakada and Sophy Sou are all graduates of 
Phare Ponleu Selpak non-profit school. They join together for this exhibit to express their respect 
for nature. 

NOVEMBER 2025 - JANUARY 2026

SOFITEL PHNOM PENH PHOKEETHRA

Breath of the River

Soeurm Kakada

Sou Sophy

Born in Battambang, Kakada discovered his passion for art 
after being inspired by an illustrated storybook as a child. This 
fascination led him to study at Phare Ponleu Selpak, where he 
refined his craft. He went on to illustrate children’s books for various 
publishers and organizations, both in Cambodia and abroad.
 
Now working with Room to Read, Kakada leads the creation of 
educational materials for primary schools. Deeply concerned 
about the environment, his recent works focus on sustainability, 
using repurposed wood to explore the connection between 
humanity and nature.

Born in Battambang, Sou Sophy joined Phare Ponleu Selpak in 
2004, where her passion for drawing replaced her childhood 
dream of becoming an Apsara dancer. Influenced by international 
mentors, she graduated with honors in 2010 and became an 
instructor, guiding young aspiring artists.
 
Since 2008, Sophy has exhibited her work in Phnom Penh, 
Siem Reap, Battambang, Chiang Mai, and France. Today, she is 
an author, illustrator, and graphic designer of children’s books, 
aspiring to develop her craft toward picture novels and to one 
day open a drawing school to inspire creativity.

Van Chhorvorn
Born in Ampil Chhovorn camp, Van Chhovorn grew up in 
hardship after losing his parents at a young age. He found solace 
in drawing and faith, his art becoming a refuge from loneliness. 
Forced to leave school to support himself, he was later deceived 
into working as a slave on a Thai fishing boat.
 
Returning to Cambodia in 2002, he labored by day while studying 
art at Phare Ponleu Selpak. His skill soon drew attention, leading to 
exhibitions both locally and abroad. In 2020, he held his first solo 
show, a testament to his resilience, spirituality, and devotion to art.

All paintings are available for purchase and can be shipped 
to your home country. Please see our Heartists for more details.SCAN TO VIEW
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